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PINOY ide October. 14, 1774. 
rbe Con cus: came into the 3 Reſolutions. 


7 H E R E A 8, fine the cloſe of t the laſt war, . Britiſh parliament Able, power, of tel i to bing the + of i | 
America, by ſtatute. i in all caſes whatſoever, hath in ſome acts expreſ] ly impoſed taxes on them, and in others under 8 
voarious pretences, but in fact for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, hath-impgſed rates and duties payable in theſe colonies, 
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eſtabhiſhed x board of commiſſioners with untonſtitutional powers, and extended the jariſdichon of tourts of admiralty, 5 


not only for collecting the ſaid duties, but for the trial of cauſes merely ariſing within the body of a county. 


And whereas in conſequence of other ſtatutes, judges, who before held only eſtates at will in their offices, have bow: made. FO 5 


dendant on the crown alone for their falaries, and ſtanding armies kept i in time of peace. And it has lately been reſolved in par- 


185 - and by a late ſtatute, ſuch trials have been directed in caſes therein mentioned. 


And whereas in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, three ſtatutes were made : one entituled, An ar to di iſcontinue i in fuch. a; 85 | 


| liament, that by force of a ſtatute, made in the 35th year of the reign-of King Henry the eightk, coloniſts may be tranſported 
to England and tried there upon accuſations for treaſons and miſpriſons, or conceal ments of treaſoris committed in the colonies ; 3 


5 and for ſuch time as are therein mentioned, the landing and diſcharging, lading er ſhipping of goods, wares and merchandize, at the | 


cruel, as well as unconſtitutional, and moſt dangerous and deſtructive of American rights. 


And whereas, aſſemblies have been frequently diſſolved, contrary to the rights of the people, when they Rtempted to deliberate ; 

In grievances ; and their dutiful, humble, loyal and reaſonable e to the crown for redreſs, Have been repeatedly treated 

vith contempt by his Majeſty's miniſters of ſtate. Ro 
The good people of the ſeveral colonies of New-Hamplhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, N 

Connecticut, New-Voik, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, New-Caſtle, Kent & Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, 

and South- Carolina, juſtly alarmed at theſe arbitrary proceedings o r and adminiſtration, have ſeverally elected, conſtituted 


and appointed deputies to meet and fit in general congreſs in the city of Philadetphia, in order to obtain ſuch eſtabliſhment, as that 


their religion, laws, and liberties may not be ſubverted : Whereupon the deputies fo appointed being now aſſembled, in a full and | 
free r r of theſe colonies, taking into their moſt ſerious conſideration the beſt means of attaiging the ends aforcſaid, do | 
in the firſt-place, as Engliſhmen their anceſtors | in- Bke. caſes have- uſually done, for: arg and vindicating their Achte and 
lüberties, DECLCARE, 1 
That the inhabitants of the Engliſh colonies in Norch-America, by the immuteble-laws of metres the principles of the Engliſh 2 


conſtitution; and the ſeverul chartert or compacts, have the following RIGHTS. 5 
| Weine n. c. d. 1. That they are entituled to life, liberty and W ab they have never ceded to. any fovereign power : 


ere, and their deſcendents now are, entituled to the exerciſe and erqoy ment of all ſuch of chem, as their local and other circum- : 
ances enable them to, exerciſe and enjoy. | 


, whateves, a-right to diſpoſe af eicher without their conſent. 


tdocun, and within the harbtur of Boftony i in the province of WMaſſacbuſetts-Bay, in Nortb- America. Another entituled, An ac for the 5 | 
impartial adminiſtration of Juftice, i in the caſes of perſons p* wo” for any a# done by them in the execntion of the law, or for the ſup- 


preſſion of riots and tumults, in the province of the | 


afſachuſetti-Bay, in New-England, And another ſtatute was then made, | 
For making more effectual proviſion for the government of the province of Quebec, &c. All which ſtatutes are impolitic, unjuſt, an d 5 


Reſolved, n, c. d. 2. That our anceſtors, who firſt ſettled theſe colonies, were at the time of their emigration koi the mother = 


| country, entituled to all the rights, liberties, and immunities of free and natural- born ſubjects, within the realm of Englatid. 


| Reſolved, n. c. d. 3, That by ſuch emigration they by no means forfeited, ſurrendered, or loſt any of thoſe rights, but that they 


. Reſolved, 4. That the foundation: of Englifh liberty. and. of all free goverument, i is a right; in. the peaple to 5 in 1 r 


(egiflative council; and as the Engliſh coloniſts are not repreſented, and from their local and other circumſtanees cannot properly ke 


repreſented in the Britiſh parliament, they are entituled/to a free and excluſive power of legiſiatibh in their ſeveral provincial legiſla- 


tures, where their right of repreſentation can alone be preſerved, in all cafes of taxavion and internal polity, ſubject only to the ne- 
ative of their ſovereign, in ſuch manner a; has Been hitferto uf and acedſtomeq: Bur from the neceffiry of the cafe, and a 


regard to the mutual intereſts of both countries, we cheerfully conſent to the operation of ſuch acts of the Britiſh parliament, as are 


dona fide, reſtrgined to the regulation offobr external commerce: for the phrpoſe + of ſecarirg the 'commeteal advantages of the whole 
empire to the mother country, and the commercial bene its af its reſpective members, excluding every i idea of taxation internal or 


external, for raiſing a revenue on the ſubjects in America without their conſent. 


Reſolved, n. c. d. 5. That the reſpective colonies are-entituled to the common law of England, and more eſpecially. to the great x 


And ineſtimable prviſege of being tried hy their peers of che vicinage, according to the courſe of that law... 


Refolved, 6. That they are entituled to the benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh ſtatutes as exifted at the time of their colonization ; | 


and which they hay e, by e reſpectively found to be applicable to their ſeveral local and other circumſtances. 


R [4 0 ox ed, 


_— 


Io. 


deyond their ancient limits, deprive the American 


ought to con 


| N. oed, v. c. 1 7. That theſe, his Majeſty" $ colonies, are likewiſe entitaled to all the immuni iries and privileges granted and L 
confirmed to them by royal charters, or ſecured by their ſeveral codes of provincial laws. 
Reſolved, n. c. d. 8 That they have a right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their grievances, and petition the King z ant | 


that all proſecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and commitments for the ſame, are illegal, 
Reſolved, n. c. d. 9. That the keeping a ſtanding army in theſe colonies „ in times of peace, without the conſent of the legifl- 


| ature of that colony in which fuch army is kept, is againſt law. 


| Reſolved, n. e. d. 10. It is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to good government, and rendered eſſential by the Engliſh conflitution, that 


che conſtituent branches of the legiſlatute be independent of each other; that, therefore, the exerciſe of legiſlative power in ſeveral 
colonies, by a council appointed, during pleaſure, by the crown, is unconſtitutienal, dangerous, and deſtructive to the freedom of | 
American legiſtation- 
All and each of which, the aforeſaid deputies in behalf of themſelves, and their conſti ituents, do chli, une and inſiſt on, as 
their indubitable rights and liberties ; which cannot be legally taken from them, altered or abridged by any power whatever, 5 
without their own conſent, by their repreſentatives in their ſeveral provincial legillatures. > | 
In the courſe of our inquiry, we find many infringements and violations of the foregoing rights ; which, from an ardent defire that Wh 
harmony and mutual intercourſe of affection and intereſt may be reſtored, we paſs ever for the preſent, and proceed to ſtate ſuch acts 
and meaſures as have been adopted ſince the laſt war, which demoſtrate a ſyſtem formed to enſlave America. | 
Refolved, n. c. d. That the following acts of parliamemt are infringements and viotations of the rights of the colvdifis ; ; and that 
| the repeal of them is eſſentially neceſſary, in order to reſtore harmony between Great-Britain and the American colonies, viz. | 
Tue ſeveral Acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 1 5. and ch. 34-—5 Geo. III. ch. 25.—6 Geb. III. ch. $2-—7 Geo. III. ch. 4r. and ch. 46. 
& Geo. III. ch. 22. which impoſe duties for the 8 raiſing a revenue in America, extend the yowers of the Admiralty Court 
bjeCt of trial by jury, authoriſe the Judge's certificate to indemnity the proſecutor 
from damages, that he might otherwiſe be liable to, requiring o preſſive ſecurity from 2 claimant of mips and you ſelzed, before he: -* 
| ſhall be allowed to defend his property, and are ſubverſive of American rights. DEL 
Alſo 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intituled, An at? for the better ſecuring, bis 70% s dock inde, Hagexiier, / bigs , ammunition and . . 
Which declares a new offence in America, and deprives the American ſubject of a conſtitutional trial by jury of the vicinity, by 
Aàuthoriſing the trial of any perſon charged with the committing any offence deſcribes in tae laid aQt out of the realm, to be indicted | 
: and tried for the ſame in any ſhire or county within the realm. 5 
Alo the three acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for fopping the port and blocking up the 1 1225 of Boſt on, 1 altering 
. the charter and government of Maſſichuſetts-Bay, and that which is intituled, An 48 for tbe berter adminiſtration of juſtice, c. 
Alo the act paſſed in the fame ſeflion for eſtabliſhing the Roman Catholic religion in the province of Quebec, aboliſhing the _ 
5 equitable ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, and erecting a tyranny there, to tlie great danger, from fo total a diſſimilarity of religion, law, and 
1 8 to the neighbouring Britiſh colonies, by the aſſiſtance of whoſe Wood: and treaſure the ſaid country Was e * 


Allo the act paſſed: in the ſame ſeſſion for the better providing ſuitable quarters for: officers: and ſoldiers. in ble Majeſty J fer rvice in 7 

5 x orth-Aniericaa. DES 

E Alſo, that the Jeeeping 2 ſtanding army in ſeveral of thes e S in time of peace without the confent of the beide. oY 
1 r e in which boch my is kept, is againſt law. We | 


| The CONGRESS, from time to time; Safed 1 the tm Reſales No | 


N | Refoed, That this 9 do approve of the oppoſition made by the inhabitants of the Mallachuſetts-Bay, „ to the Siecurion ; 
© of the late a&s of Parliament; and if the ſame ſhall be adhere Sg to be carries into execution vy force, int ach Fay. all America 


ought to ſupport them in their oppoſition: « 


 Refulved, That it is the opinion of this body, that the removal of the people of Boſton into the country, Would be not only TRY 
: tremely « difficultn the execution, but ſo important in its conſequences, as to require the utmoſt deliberation before if is adopted. But 
in caſe the ele meeting of that colony ſhall judge it abſolutely neceſſary, it is the opinion of this Congreſs that all America 
Hbute towards recompenſing them for the injury they may thereby ſuſtain ; and it will be recommended accordingly, - 
Keſatved, That this Congreſs do recommend to the inhabitants of the colony of the Maſfachuſetts-Bay, to ſubmit fo a ſuſpenſion = 
of the adminiſtration of juſtice, where it cannot be proeuted in a legal and peraceable manner, under the rules of the charter and the 
laws founded thereon, until the efte&s of our application for a repe:.| of the acts, by which their charter rights are infringed,is known. 
Reſolved unaninoufys That every perfon or perſons whomioever, who {hall take, accept, or act under any commiſſion or authority, 
in any wile derived from the act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliamenty changing the form of government and violating the charter of _ 
the province of the Maſſachoſetts- Bay, ought to be held in deteſtation and abhorrence by all good men, and conſideted as the wicked . 
' tools of that deſpetiiin, Which Ia preparing to deſtroy thoſe rights, Which God; nature and compact have given to America. . 
| Reſolved andninafly, That the people of Bolton and the Matfachuferts-Bay, be adviſed fill to conduct thernſelves peaceably te- 
Fards his Exeellency General Gage, and his Majeſty's troops now ſtationed in the town of Boſton, as far as can poſſibly conſiſt wit, 
their immediate fafety and the ſecurity of the town; avoiding and diſcountenancing every violativirot his Majeſty's property, or any 
_— N 0 to his troops; and that they peaceably and firmly perſevere in the ine in Wh! ch ey ere now conducting themſelves on the 
defence. 8 
5 Reſelved, That the Rein; or attempting to . any perfor) in Ameites, in ider to b enten ach oi vevend the fea, for 
rial of offences committed within the body of = e in America; deing againſt law, ill zuſtity, and — to mett with reſiſtance = : 


and repriſal. 


Sa TUR DAT, ORRober 2 22 Keſolved, As the opinion of the Congreſs, that it will be neceſſary that a Congress ſn6vid be held : 
the 1oth day of May next, unlels the redreſs of grievances, which we have deſired, be obtained before that time. And we recom- 
mend that the ſame be held at the city of Philadelphia, and that all the r colotury | in NortÞ- America choſe deputies as {oon as poſũble : 
do attend ſach Congreſs. 


Tos Dar, Ocfober 258. Reſolved, That the Congreſs in their own names, and in behalf of all thoſe whom “ oy repreſent, & 


preſent their moſt grateful acknowledgments to thoſe truly noble, honerable, ano patriotic advocates of civil and religious libert*, 


cho have fo g* nerouny and powerfully, tho' unſucceisfully, eſpouſed and defended the cauſe of America, both in and out of parliament. 
A copy of the letter to General Gage was Niang it into Cong elt, and agreeabl: to order, ſign:d by the Preſident, and is as follows 
| Philadelphia. 


5 e. 
4% * 


Secu. That we will neither import no 


enn . 


640 


„ 


| | 3 PTD 1 el Pbiladeiphia, October ro, 1774. 
FIVE inbablrants :f the e. of D, have infermed us, the Repreſentatives of bis Maj y faithful ſubjects in all the colonies 
| from Novua-Scotia to Georgia, that the feriifications erecting within that toron, the frequent invaſions of private property, and the 
repeated inſults they receive from the ſoldiery, have given them great reaſon ts ſuſpect a plan is formed very deſtructive to them, and 
tending to wert hre the liberties of America. . 5 


. 


which thoſe wnbappy people are opprej/ed ; the. a provation univerſally expreſſe 


for the preſervation »f their common rights, to unite in their opp | | : 
ed us the guardians of their rights and liberties, ard qve are under the deepeſt concern, that whilſt we ar 1 


of their cenduct, and the determined reſolution of the colonies, 


—— 


4 


M entreat your Excellency to confider, wwhat a tendency this condutt muft have, to irritate ard force a people, Borvt ver ⁊ve / diſp ed to 
beaceable meaſures, into haſtilities, wwhich may prevent the endeavors of this Congreſs to reſtore a good underſtanding with a parent ſlate, and 
may involve us in the horrors of a civil æuar. En : Sh | | SD a Ne 


-. .* * . 


In order therefore to quiet the mi 


nds, and remove the reaſonable jealouſies of the y 


ſoldiers, and give orders that the communications between the towwn ard country may be open, unmoleſted, and free. 


Signed by order and in bebalf of the General Congreſs. „ LE e PEYTON RANDOLPH, Preſident. = 


The ASSOCIATAION, - &C. 


Furt. That from and after the firſt day of December next, we will not import into Britiſh America, 


from Greats Britain or Ireland, any goods, wares or merchandize whatſoever, or from any other place any 


fuch goods, wares or merchandize, as ſhall have been exported from Great- Britain or Ireland; nor will we, 


| atter that day, import any Eaſt-India tea from any part of the world + nor any molaſſes, ſyrrups, paneles, 
coffee or piemento, from the Britiſh plantations, or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, or the 
Weſtern-Iflands; nor foreign indigo. a 3 LOR | 2 , e 


ourſelvcs, nor wil 


\ 


Your Excelloncy cannot bs a frangey to the ſentiments of America, wwit5 „ 7 the late ns of parliament, under the execution of 


r oppoſitian to thoſe acts In conſequence of theſe ſentiments, they have appoint- 

| e purſuing every dutiful and | 
| 45 dl ö ©. 7277 yo = +... JV: t-Bri 92 nd tb lonies 1 cell "nb 15 5 * 1 G ö 
deuccable meaſure to procure d cordial and eFeFual ret onciliaticn between Great-Britain and the co onies, your Excellency ſhould preceed ina 
manner that bears fo ile an appearance, and which een thoje oppreſſive atis ds not warrant. . 5 


eople, that they may not be driven to a Hate of deſper a 
tion, being Fully perſuaded of their pacific diſpoſition towards the King's troops, could they be affured of their exon ſafety, we hope, Sir, you 
ill diſcontinue the fortifications in and about Bofton, prevent any further invaſions of private property, refrain the irregularities of the 


SANA) 


FE, his Majefv's molt loyal ſubjects, the Delegates of the ſeveral Colonies of New-Hampſhire, Maſ- 
= ſachuſetts Bay, Rhode-Iiland, Connecticut, New-York, New. Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Three 
 l.owwer Counties of Neweaftle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, and 
South-Carolina, deputed to repreſent them in a continental Cengreſs, held in the city of Philadelphia, 
on the 5th day of September, 1774, avowing our allegiance to his Majeſty, our affection and regard for 
our fellow ſabjeRs in Great. Britain, and elſewhere ; affected with the deepeſt anxiety, and moſt alarming 
apprehenſions at thoſe grievances and diſtreſſes, with which his Majelty's American ſubjects are oppreſſed ; _ 
and having taken under our moſt ſerious deliberation, tire ſtate of the whole continent, find, that the preſent 
vnhappy ſituation of our affairs, is occaſioned by a.rninous'iyſtem of colony adminiſtration adopted by the 
 Eritiſh miniſtry about the year 1763, evidently calculated to enflave theſe colonies, and, with them, the 
_ Pritiſh empire. In proſecution of which ſyRem, various Acts of Parliament have been paſſed for raiſing a 
Revenue in America, for depriving the American iubjeRts, in many inſtances, of the conſtitutional trial by 
Jury, expoſing their lives to danger, by directing a new and illegal trial beyond the ſeas, for crimes'alledged 
to have been committed in America: And in proſecution of the ſame ſyſtem, ſeveral late, cruel, and op- 
preſſive acts have been paſſed reſpecting the town of Boſton and the Maſlachuſetts-Bay, and alſo an act for 
extending the province of Quebec, fo as to border on the weſtern frontiers of theſe colonies, eſtabliſhing an. 
arbitrary government therein, and diſcouraging the ſettlement of Britiſh ſubjects in that wide extended 
country; thus by the influence of civil principles and ancient prejudices to diſpoſe the inhabitants to act 
With hoſtility againſt the free proteſtant colonies, whenever a wicked miniftry ſhall chuſe to direct them. 
To obtain redreis of theſe grievances, which threaten deſtruction to the lives, liberty, and property of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in North-America, we are of opinion, that a non-1mportation, non-conſumption, 
and non- exportation agreement, faithfully adhered to, will prove the moſt ſpeedy, effectual, and peaceable 
meaſure: And therefore we do, for ourſelves and the inhabitants of the ſeveral Colonies whom we repre- 
ſent, firmly agree and aſſociate under the ſacred ties of virtue, honor, and love of our country, as follows: 


r purchaſe any ſlave imported after the firſt day of December 
next; after which time, we will wholly diſcontinue the flave-trade, and will neither be concerned in it 
[1 we hire our veſſels, nor {ell our commodities or manufactures, to thoſe who are concerned 


= IR 


Wy hind As 2 non-conſumption agreement, Arid] adhered t5, will be an effectual lecurity tor the ob 

ſervation of the non-importation, we, as above, ſolemnly agree and aſſoclate, that, from this day, we 
will not purchaſe or uſe any tea imported on account ot the Eaſt- India company, or any on which a dut 
Hath been or ſha!l' be paid; and from and after the firſt day of March next, we will not purchaſe or ws 
any Eaft- India tex Whatever; nor will we, nor ſhall any perſon for or önder us, purchaſe or uſe any of 


thoſe 4 0 wares or merchandize, we have agreed not t import, which we ſhall: know, or have cauſe ta 


ſuſpect, were imported after the firtt day of * a ſuch as come under the rules and directi 
ons of the tenth article hereafter mentioned. 

Fourth. Ohe earneſt defire we have, not to injure orr fellow abies in Great. Britain, Ireland or the 

Well-Indies, induces us to ſpend a'non-exportation until the tenth day of September 1775; at which 

time, if the laid acts and parts of acts of the Britiſſ parliament herein after mentioned are not repealed, 


we will not, directly or indirectly, export any merchandize or commodity e er to Great Britain 5 


hs Ireland or the Weſt⸗ Indies, except rice to Europe. 


Fifth. Such as are merchants, and uſe the Britiſh and bim trade, wil give e as ſoon as poſlible 
20 their factors, agents and correſpondents, in Great-Brirain and Ireland, not to ſhip any goods to them. 
on any pretence whatſoever, as they cannot be received in America; and if any merchint, refiding in 


Great-Britain or Ireland, (hall directly or indirectiy ip any goods, wares or merchandize, for Americe, 


in order to break the ſaid non -Importation agreement, or in any manner contravene the lame, on ſuch un 


worthy conduct being well attefted, it ought : to be made public; and, on the ſame deln o done, we will 
not from thenceforth have any commercial connection, With ſuch metchant. 


Sixth. That ſuch as are owners of veſſels will give poſitive orders to their captains, or - Mulders, not to 
receive on board their veſſels any Ries: probibired v9 the THE non- ng OH agreement, on pain of 


ene diſmiſſion from their ſervic 
Seventh, We will uſe our utmoſt be to improve the breed of ſheep, and increaſe their number 


5 to the greateſt extent, and to that end, we will kill them as ſparingly as may be, eſpecially thoſe of n 
moſt profitable kind; nor will we export any to the Welt-Indies or elſewhere ; and thofe of us who are or 


may become overſtocked with, or can conveniently ſpare. any ur KP, will diſpoſe of them to our neigh - 


0 bours, eſpecially to the poorer fort, on moderate terms. | 
Eightb. That we will in our ſeveral ſtations encourage fru galit, ty, economy, and br ; and pro- 
: mote agriculture, arts, and the manufaRures of this country, ef pecially that of wool ; and will diſcounte- : 
nance and diſcourage every ſpecies of extravagance and difipation, eſpecially all horſe- -racing, and all 
kinds of gaming, cock-fighting, exhibitions of ſhe: vs, plays, and other ex penſive diverſions and entertain- | 
ments. And on the death of any relation or friend, none of us, or any of our families will go into any 
further mourning dreſs, than à black crape or ribbon on the art or hat for gentlemen, and a black ribbon 5 


and necklace for ladies, and we will diſcontinre the giving of glov es and ſcarfs at funerals. 

Ninth,” That ſuch as are venders of goods or merchandize, will not take advantage of the fehlt of 
5 200ds that May be occaſioned by this aſſociation, but will tell the ſame at the rates we. have been reſpect- 
rvely accuſtomed to do, for welve months laſt paſt—And if any vender of goods or merchandize; ſhall 


| fell any ſuck goods on higher terms, or ſhall in any manner, or by any device whatſoever, violate or de- 
part from this agreement, no perſon ought, nor will any of us deal w ith any ſuch perion, of his, or her : 


lactor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any commodi ty whatever. | 
Tenth. In caſe any merchant, trader, or other perſons ſhall import an y goods or me ndize after ts fri 


day of December and before che firit day of February next, the ſame ought forthwith at the election of the. 


| owner, to be either reſhipped or delivered up to the. Committee of the count ty or town WHETEIN they ſhall be 


imported, to be ſtored at the riſque of the importer, until the non-importation agreement ſhall ceaſe, or be 
£14 under the direction of the Committee aforeſaid; and in the laſt mentioned caſe, the owner or owners 
of ſuch goo 25, ſhall be- reimvurſed (out of the ales) the firſt coſt & charges; the profit, if any, to be applied 
towards relleving and emp! oying ſuch poor inhabitants of the town of Boſton, as are immediate ſufferers by 

the Boiton Port-Bill ; and a particular account of all goods ſo returned, Hored, or fold, to be inſerted in the 

public papers ; and if any. goods or merchandizes ſhall be imported after the ſaid firſt day of February, the 


dame ought forthwith to be {ent back again, Without breaking any of the packages thereof. 


| Eleventh, That a Conmmittee be chefen in every county, city and town, by thoſe who are qualified to 


vote for repreſentatives in the legiſlature, whole buſineſs it ſha!l be attentively to obſerve the _conduet 
of all perſons touching this aTociarion 2 ; and when it ſhall be made to appear to the fatisfatton of a majo- 
rity of any ſuch cammittee, that any perſon within the, limits of their appointment has violated this aſſo. 
CLation, that ſuch majority do forthwith cauſe the truth of the caſe to be publiſhed in the Gazette, to 
che end, t that all ſuch foes to the rights of Britiſh 12555 rica maß, v2 publicly known, and univerſal; 

| — contemned“ od 


=. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


contemned as the enemies of American liberty ; and thenceforth we reſpeAtively will break off all dealin * 
with him or her. | . 

Twelfth. That the Seide of Correſpondence i in the reſpeRtive Colonies do frequently inſpect the 
entries of their cuſtem-houſes, and inform each other from time to time of the true Rate thereof, and of 
every other material circuſtance that may occur relative to this aſſociation. 


Thirteenth. That all manufactures of this country be fold at reaſonable rates, fo that no undue advan- 
tage be taken of a future ſcarcity of $5008: 


Fourttenth. And we do further agree and reſolve, that we will have no trade, commerce, dealings o or 
intercourie whatſoever, with any colony or province, in North- America, which ſhall not accede to, or 
which ſhall hereafter viclate this aſſociation, but Will hold . as een, of che rights of freemen, and | 
48 inimical to the liberties of their country. | 8 


And we do ſolemnly bind ourſelves and our conftit tuents, under the tics aforeſaid, to adhere to this 


afiociation until ſuch parts of che, ſeveral Acts of Parliament paſſed fince the cloſe of. the laſt war, as 
| impoſe or continue duties on tea, wine, melaſſes, ſyrrups, paneles, coffee, ſugar, piemento, indigo, foreign 
paper, glaſs, and painters colours, imported m_ Americ ca, and tons the powers of the Admiralty 
courts beyond their ancient limits; deprive the American ſubject of trial by jury, authorize the Judge's 
on certificate to indemuity the proſecutor from damages, that he might otherwiſe be liable to from a 1514 by 
Mis fers, require oppreſſive e ſecurity from a labia of ups: or goods ſeized, before he ſhall be allowed! 


te defend his property, are repealed And until that part of the Att of the i 2th G. III. ch. 2:, entituled, 


© An Act for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's dock yards, magazines, ſhips, ammunition, and ſtores,” by 2 
which, any perſons charged with committing any of the offences therein celcribed, in America, may be 


tried in any ſhire or county within the realm, is repealed—And until the four Acts paſſed in the lat 


ſeſſion of Parliament, viz. that for Nopping the port and blocking up the harbour of Boſton— that for al- ö 
tering the charter and government of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay—and that which is intituled,“ An Act for. 


* the better adminiſtration of juſtice, Kc. —and that for extending the limits of Quebec, Kc. are re- 


pealed. And we recommend it to the provincial conventions, and to the committees in the reſpective 85 
colonies, to eſtabliſh ach further regulations as they. may. think proper, for carrying. into execution this Se 
Aſſociation. EOS 
The foregoing Afiociativn vas: detmiüed upon by the Congrefs, was ordered to be ſubſcribed by are 
the e ſeveral members thereof; and thereupon we have. here unto let our Lelpeslite names accordingly, 


i Congrs/", Philadelphia,  Ofober 205 1774. ** 
„ Spud, F PEYTON RANDOLPH, Preſident. 


. Fr Neo- Hampſhire, John 1 Na changed Feller, Maſachy /fetts-Bay, Thomas Caſhing, Samuel ON : 
5 dams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine. N pode Iſiand, Steg ben Hephins, Samuel Ward. Conncclicut, Eliphale- 
Dyer, Roger Sherman, Silas Deane. New-York, Iſaac Low, Johns Alltop, John Jay, James Braus, William 
Floyd, Hewry Wifzer, S. Brerum. New-Ferjcy, fames Kinſey, Willem Living/tun, Stephen Crane, Richard 
Smith. Peushhloania, Joſeph Galloway, John Dickinſon, Charles Hurphreys, Thomas Mifflin, Edward Biddle, 
Jobn Morten, George Roſs. Nero. Cale, Sc. Cajar Redney, Thomas Mat Kean, George Read. Maryland, © 
Matthew Tilhman, Thomas Fohnjon, William Paca, Samuel Chaſe. Virgisia, Richard Henry Lee, Gearge 
9 Laſpington, P. Henry, jun. Richard Bland, Benjamin Har rior, Eamund Pendleton. Nerth-Carolina, William _ 
Hasper, Joſeph Hewes, R. Caſwell, Seurh-Coraline Hey N. en Dana V Lach, ne, Gade, . 
a Jan We Edward e N 5 


To 8 85 3 of GRE AT-BRITAIN, 


5 From the DELEGATES appointed by the ſev ao; Engl. 72 Colonies of New- Hampſhire, Maſachuſetts. Bay 
 Rhoge- Iſland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, News- Ferjey, Pennſylvania, the Lower Countie- 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Nurtb.- Carolin a, and South. Carolina, to conſider of their Grivances 1 in 


R RAL CONGRESS, at Fbiladeplia, e 516, 1774. 


Farex#s and Feiiow Svs1zcrs, 


HEN a Nation, led to greatneſs by the hand of Liberty, and oled of all the I that keroiſm, | 
munificence, and humanity can beitow, deſcends to the uvgratetul taſk of forging chains for hens 
priends and Children, and inſtead of giving ſupport to Freedom, turns advocate for Slavery ana Oppreſſion, 
there is reaſon to ſulpect ſne has either ceaſed to be virtuous, or been extremely Ws im the appoint- | 
ment of her rulers. = — — —.— r 


„ 
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In almoſt e every age, in repeated conflicts, in 1 and bloody wars, as wel! } civil as foreign, againit many 


and powerful nations, againit the open allaults of enemies and the more dangerous treachery of friends, 


have the inhabitants of your iſland, your great and glorious anceſtors, maintained their Independence, and 
tranſmitted the rights of men and the bleſlings of liberty to you their poſterity. | 
Be not ſurpriſed therefore, that we, who are deſcended from the ſame common Aceh ; that we, 


whoſe forefathers participated in all the rights, the liberties and the conſtitution, you fo juſtly boaſt, and 
ho have careful) conveyed the ſame fair inheritance to us „Suarantied by the plighted faith of gov ernment 


and the moſt folemn compacts with Britiſh Sovereigns, mou! d refuſe to {urrender then 1 to men, Who found 
their claims on no principles of realon, and who proſecute them with a deſign, that DY having our ves 
aud property in their power, they may with the greater facility enſtave Jeu, | 

The cauſe of America is now the object of e attention: It has at length became very ſerious.— 


| This unhappy country has not only Deen oppreſſed, bur abuſed and mi :ſrepreſented and the. duty we o.] 


to ourſelves and poſterity, to your intereſt, and the ences * are ot the Britiſh em pie, cads us to addre's 


? you on this very important ſabject. 


Know then, That we conſider ourſelves, 5 do inſiſt, has « we are, 1 Ee VG to be, as 176 2C as our r fellow: 


Tapj ects in Britain, and that no power on earth ] has a right to take our property from us without our conſent, 


T hat we.claim all the benefits. tecured to the ſubject 15 the Eng! ith conttirution, and particul ily that 


= ineſtimable one of trial by jury. 


That we hold it eſſential to Engliſh Lis; thit no man be condemned unheard, or punif ked for f ſup- 


g poſed o7cnces, without having an opportunity of making his defence. 


That we think the Legiſlature of Great-Britain is not authoriſed by the ED Te: OY to ) eftabliſh 3 ;eligior., 


fraught with {arguinary and impious tenets, or, to erect an arbitrary form of gov ernment in any Quarter. 


of the globe. Theſe rights, we, as well as you, deem lacred. And 0s: lacrs 24 as W are, they | have, | 


| with many others, been repeatedly and flagrantly violated. 25 5 


Are not the Proprietors of the ſoil of Great- Britain lords of, their own e ? Con it be taken. from- | 

them without their conſent ? Will they yield! it to the Abit diſpel, il of any man, or number of men 

Neu know they will not. NE on i lw ko 
hy then are the Proprietors of the ſoil of America legs lords of their property t than y you are of yours? 


” Or wh mould they fabwit it tothe diſpoſal of your parliament, or any other parliament or council in the 
| world, not of their election? Can the intervention of the: ſea, that divides us, cauſe di ſparity in riglits, or 
can any reaſon be given, why Englith ſubjects, who live three thouſand miles from the. rovai palave ſhould. 5 


enjoy leſs liberty than thats who are three e ee miles diſtant from?! | 1 
Reaſon looks with indignation on ſuch diſtinctions, and freemen can never pere eve heir propricty. os 

And yet, however chimerical and unjuſt ſuch diſcriminations are, the Parliament aſſe rt, that they "ns ea 

right to bind us in all caſes without. exception, whether we content or not; that they may take and ule our | 


property when and in what manner they pleaſe ; that we are Penſioners on their bounty for all, that we 


poſteſs, and can hold it no longer than they vouchſafe to permit. Such declarations we conſider as hereſies 
in Engliſh politics, and which can no more operate to deprive us of our property, than the interdicts of the 
Pope can dive Kings of i icep! tres which the laws of the land. and the voice of the peop!: „ have pen in 
their Banks. | as = | 

At the conclufon of the nts; War—a war rendered gloriov 28 by the e and 3 ot 5 Miniſter, 5 


8115 


to wiok Eitorts the Britiſh empire owes its ſatety and its fame: At the conclufion of this War, v Aich was 
ſucceeded by an ingloricus peace, formed under the auſpices of a Mini ter of pr rinciples, and of 2 tamily 

| untriendly tothe proteſiant cauſe, and inimical to Uberty, We lay at this period, and unter the inil luence. 

ot that man, a PAD for enſlaving your zellow ſab; ects in Amctica 1 Was concertec, aud has ever unce beca a 


pertinaciouſly carrying into execution , 5 Xie VVV 
Prior to this Era you Were content with drawing an us the vrealth produced dy our c 3 You 
reſtrained our trade in er ery way that could conduce to your emolumeut N ou exercued undounded ſo- 


. over the ca. Vou named the ports and nations to Which alone our merchandize hould be Car - 
ried, and with whom alone we ſhould trade ; and though ſome of thee reſtrictions were grievous, we ne- 
veithelel; 's did not complain; we looked up to you as to bar parent ſtate, o Which we were bound DF. the 


5 Rrongelt ties : And were happy i in being. inſtrumental 50 your proſperity and your grandeur, - 


We call upon you vourte Ives, to witn zefs our loyalty and attachment to the common intereſt of the whole 


empire: Did we not, in the laſt war, add all the ſtrength of this vaſt continent 0 the j lorce which repelled 


gur common enemy 1 Did we not leave our native ſhores, and meet diſeaſe and death, to promote the ſuc- 
cola of Britich arms in Hrelgn climates ? Did you not thank us for our zcal, and even reimburſe us Age 
ams of . —.— nich ou a conteiled, we ha advanced beyond our proportion and far beyond our abilities? 


., 
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To what exuſes, then, « are we to attribute the ſudden change of treatment, and that f y lem of Marery 


which was prepared for us at the reitoration of peace? 
Before we had recovered from the diſtreſſes which ever attend war, an tempt Was made to drain thi: 


| country of all its money, by the oppreſſive Stamp-Act. Paint, Glaſs, and other commmodities, which you 


would not permit us to purchaſe of other nations, were taxed ; nay, although no wine is made in any coun- 
try, ſubject to the Britiſh Rate, you prohibited our procuring it of foreigners, without paying a tax. impoſed 
by your parliament, on all we imported. Theſe, and many other impofitions were laid upon us moſt un- 


juſtly and unconſtitutionally, for the expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. —In order to filence complaint, 


it was, indeed, provided, chat this revenue ſhould be expended in America for its protection and defence.— 


Theſe exactions, however, can receive no juſtification from 2 pretended necefity of protecting & defend- 
ing us. They are laviſhly ſquandered on court favorites and miniſterial dependents, generally .avowed | 

enemies to America, and employing themſelves, by partial repreſentations, to traduce and embroi} the Co- 
lonies. For the. necellary ſupport of government here, we ever were and ever fhall be ready to provide. 
And whenever the exigencics of the ſtate may require it, we ſhall, as we have heretofore done, chearfully | 

contribute our full proportion of men and mor.ey. To enforce this unconſtitutional and. unjuſt ſcheme of 
taxation, every fence that the wiſdom of our Britiſh anceſtors had carefully erected againſt arbitrary power, 


has been violent! y thrown down in America, and the ineſtimable right of trial oy jury taken away in caſes 
that touch both life. and property.—lt was ordained, that whenever offences ſho114 be committed in the 
Colonies againk particular Acts impoſing various duties and reſtrictions upon trade, the profecutor might 
being his acion for the penalties in the Court of Admiralty ; by which means the {ubje& loſt the advantage 


of being tried by 5 honeſt uninfluenced jury of the vicinage, and was ſubjected to the ſaid neceſſity of being 
judged by a ſingle man, a creature of the Crown, and according to the courſe of a law which exempts the 
proſecutor from the trouble of proving his accuſation, and obliges the defendant either to evince his inno- 
Fence or to ſuffer, To give this new e en. the greater importance, and as if with deſign to protect falſe 
accuſers, it is further provided, that the Judge's certificate of there having been probable cauſes of ſeizure 
and profecution, ſhall protect the proſecutor from actions at common law for recovery of damages. | 
By the courſe of our law, offences committed in ſuch of the Britiſh dominions in which courts are fla. 

| blicked and juſtice duly and regularly ad miniſtred, ſhall be there tried by a jury of the vicinage. There 
the offenders and che witreſles are know n, and the degree of as to be given to their teſtimony, can 


be aſcertained. 


In all theſe Colonies, juſtice 3 1s e and impartially adminiſtered, and yet 8 the ee ol 
bome, and the direction of other Acts of Parliament, offenders are to be taken by force, , together with all 


ſuch perſons as may be pointed our as v. witneſſes, and carried to England, there to be tried in a diſtant land, 


by a jury of {trangers, and owe to all the d iledvantages that relaft from want of friends, v want of witneſ- 

les, and want of” moncy. a | 
When the defign of raiſing a revenue from the duties i impo aſe d on «ihe importarion of: tea into Ametlcs, 1 
had in great meaſure been rendered abortive by our ceafing to import that commodity, a ſcheme was con- 
certed by the M. niſtry with the K at -India Company, and an Act paſſed enabling and encouraging them 
do tranſport and vend it in the Colonies. | Aware of thed-nger of giving fuccets to this infidious manœuvre, 


and of permitting a preced-nt of taxation thus to be eſtabliſhed among us, various methods were adopted to 
£lude the ſtroke. The people of Boſton, then ruled by a Governor, whom, as well as his predeceſſor Sir 


Francis Bernard, all America confiders as her enemy, were exceedingly embarraſſed, The ſhips which | 
had arrived with the tea were by his management prevented from returning..—-The duties would have been 
paid; the cargoes landed and expoſed to {ale ; a Governor's influence would have procured and protected 
many purchaſers. While the town was ſuſpended by deliberations on this important lubject, the tea was 
deſtroyed. Even ſuppoſing a treſpaſs was thereby committed, and the proprietors of the tea entitled to 
lamage the Courts of La were open, and Judges appointed by te Crown preſided in them. — The Eaſt 
India Company however did not think proper to commence ary ſuits, nor did they even demand ſatisfac 


Hon eitner from individaals or from the community in genera], The Miniftry, it ſeems, offcioufly made 
the'cale their own, and the great Council of the nation deſcended to intermedale with a diſpute about pri- 
vate propert: 7.—Divers papers, letters, and other authenticated ex parte evidence were laid before them; 

neither r he perions who deſtroyed the Tea, or the people of Boſton, were called upon to unſwer the com- 


plaint. The Miniſtry, incenſed by being diſappointed in a favorite ſcheme, were deter mint to recur from 
"the little arts of finetle, to open ſorce and unmanly violence, The port of Boſton was blocked up by s 
flect, and an army ; placed in the town. Their trade was to be ſulpended, and thouſands reduced to the 


neceſſity of 1 lubfiſtance from charity, till they ſhould ſubmit 40 pals under the yoke, and conſent to 


become {lav es, by confeſſing the omnipotence of Parliament, and acquiclcing 1 in Whatever diſpoſition they 
2 uns proper to naxe of their lives and . — . 


your friends, brethren, and fellow ſubjects. 


2 Europe, and by their devotion to Adminil 


.Lzr jaſtice and humanity ceaſe to be the-boaſt of your nation ! conſult your hiſtory, examine your te- 


cords of former tranſactions, nay turn to the annals of the many arbitrary ſtates and kingdoms that ſur. | 


round you, and ſhew us a ſingle inſtance of men being cendemned to ſuffer for imputed crimes, unkeard, 


unqueſtioned, and without even the ſpecious formality of a trial; and that too by laws made expreſiy for 
the purpoſe, and which had no exiſtence at the time of the fact committed. If it be difficult to recon- 
| cile theſe proceedings to-the genius and temper of your laws and conſtitution, the taſt: will become more 
| arduous when we cal! upon our miniſterial enemies to juſtify, not only condemning men untried and bæ 
© hearſay, but involving the innocent in one common puniſhment with the guilty, ard for the act of thirty 


or forty, to bring poverty, diſtreſs and calamity on thirty thouſand ſouls, and thote not your enemies, but 


Ir would be ſome conſolation to us, it the catalogue of American oppreſiions ended here. It gives vs pain 
to be reduced to the neceſſity of reminding you, that under the cottidence repoſed in the faith of govern- 
ment, pledged in a royal charter from a Britiſh Sovereign, the forefathers of the preſent inhabitants of the 
Meaſſachuſets- Bay left their former habitations, and eſtabliſhed that great, flouriſhing, and loval Colony. 
Without incurring or being charged with a forfeiture of their rights, without being heard, without being 

tried, without law, and without juſtice, by an Act of Parliament, their charter is deſtroyed, their liberties 
violated, their conſtitution and form of government changed: And all this upon no better pretence, than 
| becauſe in one of their towns a treſpaſs was committed on ſome merchandize, ſaid to- belong to one of the 
Companies, and becauſe the Miniſtry: were of opinion, that ſuch high political regulations were neceſſary | 
to compel due ſubordination and obedience to their mandates © 
No are theſe the only capital grievances under which we labor. We might tell of diſſolute, weak and 
wicked Governors having been ſet over us; of Legiſlatures being ſuſpended for aſſerting the rights of Bri- _ 
| tiſh ſubjects—of needy and ignorant dependents on great men, advanced to the ſeats of juſtice, and to o 
ther places of truſt and importance ;—of hard reſtrictions on commerce, and a great variety of leſſer evils, _ 
the recollection of which is almoſt loſt under the weight & preflure of greater & more poignant-calamities. 


No mark the progreſſion of the- miniſterial plan for inflaving us. - 


WII aware that ſuch hardy attempts to take our property from us; to deprive us of that valuable 
right of trial by jury; to ſeize our perſons, and carry us for trial to Great-Britain ; to blockade our ports; 

to deftroy our Charters, and change our forms of government, would occaſion, and had already occaſioned, 
great diſcontent in all the Colonies, which might produce oppofition to theſe meaſures: An Act was paſ- 
ſed to protect, indemnify, and ſcreen from puniſhment ſuch as might be guilty even of murder, in endea- 
vouring to carry their oppreſſive edicts into execution; And by another Act the dominion of Canada is 
to be ſo extended, modelled, and governed, as that by being diſunited from us, detached from our intereſts, 
by civil as well as religious prejudices, that by their numbers daily iwelling with Catholic emigrants from 


L 


Tais was evidently the object of the Act: And in this view, being extremely dangerous to our liberty _ 
and quiet, we Cannot forbear complaining of it, as hoſtile to Britiſh America. Superadded to theſe, con- 
ſiderations, we cannot help deploring the unhappy condition to which it has reduced the many Engliſh 
ſettlers, who, encouraged by the Roval Proclamation, promiſing the enjoyment of all their rights, have 
purchaſed eſtates in that country,— They are now the ſubjects of an arbitrary government, deprived of _ 
trial by jury, and when impriſoned cannot claim the benefit of the habeas corpus AR, that great bulwark _ 
and palladium of Engliſh liberty: Nor can we ſuppreſs our aſtoniſhment, that a Britiſh Parliament ſhould 
ever conſent to eſtabliſh in that country a-religion that has deluged your iſland in blood, and diſperſed im- 


| piety, bigotry, perſecution, murder and rebellion through every part of the world. 
I ulis being a true ſtate of facts, let us beſeech you to conſider to what end they lead, _ 


Apuir that the Miniſtry, by the powers of Britain, and the aid of our Roman Catholic neighbouts, : 


> * 


ſhould be able to carry the point of taxation, and reduce us to a ftate of perfect humiliation and ſlavery. 
Such an enterprize would doubtleſs make ſome addition to your national debt, which already preſſes down _ 
! your liberties, and fills you with Penſioners and Placemen We preſume, alſo, that your commerce will 
| ſomewhat be diminiſhed. However, ſuppoſe you ſhould prove vitorious---in what condition will you 


then be ? What advantages or what laurels will you reap from ſuch a conqueſt? 


May not a Miniſtry with the ſame armies inſlave you---it may be ſaid, you will cea 
but remember the taxes from America, the wealth, and we may add, the men, and particularly the 


Roman Catholics of this vaſt continent will then be in the power of your enemies---not will you have 


% 


| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
Y 


13 heir 0 tration, fo friendly to their religion, they might become formi 
duable to us, and on octaſion, be fit inſtruments in the hands of power, to reduce the ancient free Proteſtant 
Colonies to the ſame ſtate of ſlavery with themſelves. | on 5 Is 


ſe to pay them--- 


any reaſon to expect, that after making ſlaves of us, many among us ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt in reducing you 


ta the fame abject ſtate. D* 


=: 


Do Bot treat this 28 chimerical---Know uit i in leſs ad half a century, the quit-rents refeived: to the | 


Oroyen, from the namberleſs grants of this vaſt continent, will pour large ſtreams of wealth into the royal 
| coffers, and if to this be added the power of taxing America at pleaſure, the crown will be. rendered inde- 
pendent on you for ſupplies, and will poſſeſs more treaſure than 1 4 be neceſſary to purchaſe the remains 
of Liberty in your Iſhand,---In a word, take care that you do not fa 
We believe there is yet much virtue, much juſtice, and much public ſpirit | in the Engliſh nation 
To that juſtice we now appeal. 
_ defirous of independency. 


enemies as our enemies, and your intereſt as our own, « 


But if you are determined that your Miniſters ſhall minonly ſport with the rights of Mankind If neither . 
5 the voice of juſtice, the dictates of the law, the principles of the conſtitution, or the ſuggeſtions of huma- 
nity can reſtrain your hands from ſhedding human blood in ſuch an impious cauſe, we muſt then tell you 3 
| th we never will fabmit to be hewers of wood or drewers of water for any miniſtry or nation in the world. 
Place us in the {fame ſituation that we were at Abe 888 of tie laſt _ and our former e will be 


| reflored. 


foveral years ſhewn, ſhonld continue, we think it prudent, to anticipate the conſequences. 


the deſtruction of the trade of Boſton, the miniſtry have endeavoured to induce fubmiſon* to wal * | 
The like fate may befal us all, we will endeavour therefore to live without trade, and recur for 


8 lubſiſtance to the fertility and bounty of our native ſoil, which will afford us all the neceſſaries and ſome + in the 
- We have ſuſpended our importation from Great-Britain and Ireland; and | erciſe 
in leſs than a year's time, unleſs 9 5 ſhould be redreſſed, ſhall diſcontinue our n to thoſe — 


meaſures. 
of the conveniencies of life. 


kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies. 


It is with the utmoſt regret however, that we find a compelled by: the e wie tes of 5 = 


ſelf-preſervation, to adopt meaſures detrimental in their conſequences to numbers of our fellow ſubjects in 


GBreat-Britain and Ireland. But we hope, that the magnanimity and juſtice of the Britiſh Nation wil! 
furniſh a parliament of ſuch wiſdam, independance and public ſpirit, as may fave the violated rights of the 
wiahole empire from the devices of wicked Miniſters and evil Counſellors whether in or out of office, and 
thereby reſtore that harmony, friendſhip and fraternal affection between all the Inhabitants of his Majeſty 3 
kingdoms and territories, ſo ardently wiſhed for by every true and honeſt American. Ts 
T0e ConGxexss then reſumed the confideration of the memorial to the NE the ONE PO and the fon — alen i . 
e Tr and amended, 10as- approved, and i is. as ele. 5 | 


To the INHABITANTS of the COLONIES of 


New: Hampthire, Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations ; Connecticut, New-York: To 
New. Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Counties of mw Oe: Kent and BRINE. on e Marin - 


e North-Carolina and e 
Friends and Fell Conmtrymen, -- . 


commended te the Congreſs. 


_ eſteem ourſelves obliged to add this. Addreſs to theſe Reſolutions. 


In every caſe of oppoſition by a people to their rulers, or of one ſtate to another, duty to Almighty 7 _ 
God, the creator of all, requires that a true and impartial judgment be formed of the meaſures leading 


to ſuch- oppoſition ; and of the cauſes by which it has been ' provoked, or can in any degree be juſtified : 


That neither affection on the one hand, nor reſentment on the other, heing permitted to give a wrong biaſs 


bo to reaſon, it may be enabled to take a diſpaſionate view of all the eireumſtunces, and ſettle the public con- 
duct on the ſolid foundations of wiſdom and juſtice. 


From Councils thus tempered ariſe the ſureſt hopes of the divine favor, the firmet ate to the 5 
3 parties engaged and the ſtrongeſt recommenaation of their cauſe t to the reſt of mankind. — With fg 


into the pit that is preparing for us, 


' You have been told that we are ſeditious, impatient of government and 
Be aſſured that theſe are not facts, but calumnies—Permit us to be as free as 
you ſelves, and we ſhall ever eſteem a union with you to be our greateſt glory and our greateſt happineſs, 
we thall ever be ready to contribute all in our power to the welfare of the Empire---we mal! conſider your + | 


But leſt the be ſupineneſs 2nd the fe isbn to our common intereſt which you have for EN 


d E the Delegates appointed by the ed 855 of g che 8 Colonies to meet et Phitadelphis ; 3 
1 September laſt, for the purpoſes mentioned by our reſpective Conſtituents, have in p. rſuance of 
the truſt repbied in us, aflembled, and taken into our moſt- ſerioug conſideration the important matters re- 
Our reſclutions thereupon will, be herewith communicated to yon. But 
2s the ſituation of public affairs. grows daily more and more alarming ; and as it may be more latisfactory Re: 
do you to be informed by us in a collective body, than in any other manner, of thoſe ſentiments that have 
been approved, upon a full and free diſcuſſion by the Repreſentatives of 10. great a part of America, we 
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With minds deeply iinprefſed 15 a ſenſe of theſe truths, we dave diligently, deliberately and dts 
enquired into and conſidered thoſe exertions, both of the legiſlative and executive power of Great- Britain, 
which have excited ſo much uneaſineſs in America, and have with equal fidelity and attention conſidered 
che conduct of the Colonies. Upon the whole, we find ourſelves reduced to the diſagreeable alternative, 

of being ſilent and betraying the innocent, or of r. and cenſuring thoſe we wiſh to revere. In 


making our choice of theſe diſtreſſing difficulties, we pref 
or the welfare of our country. 


Soon after the concluſion of the late war, thete commenced a memorable change in the treatment of _ 
| theſe Colonies. By a ſtatute made in the fourth year of the preſent reign, a time of profound peace, alledg- 
* 7 750 expediency of new proviſions and 55 Alations for extending the commerce between Great Britain and t: 


jeſty's dominions in America, and the neceſſity of rafing a Revenue in the ſaid domimous for aefraying the 
expences of defending, protecting and ſecaring the 9 3 the Commons of Great Britain undertook to give and 
grant to his Majeſty many rates and duties, to 
this AR, it preſcribes a great number of fevere penalties and forfeitures ; and in two ſections makes a re- 


markable diſtinctian between the fubjects in Great Britain and thoſe in America. By the one, the penalties | 

and forfeitnres incurred 7here are to be recovered in any of the King's courts of Record at Weſtminſter, or ir. 

the court of Exchequer in Scotland; and by the dther, the penalties and forfeitures incurred here are to be 

recovered in any court of Record, or in any court 7 danirally or eee at ihe cloclion of the informer © 

er proſecutar. 85 

1 Ae Inhabitants of theſeOolonies confiding i in the juſtice of Great Britzin, were ſearcely allowed 2 | 
time to receive and conſider this Act, before another, well known by the name of the flamp act, and paſſes _ 

j in the fifth year of this reign, engroſſed their whole attention. By this ſtatute the Britiſh Par Lament ex- © 

b erciſed in the moſt explicit manner a power of taxing us, and extending the juriſdiction of courts of Admi- 
rally and Vice- Admiralty in the colonies, to matters ariſing within the body of a county, directed the. 1 


numerous penalties and forfeitures, thereby inflicted, to be recovered in the ſaid Courts. 


In the ſame year a tax was impoſed upon us, by an Act, eſtabliſhing ſeveral new fees in the cuſtoms. | = 
the next year, the Stamp Act was repealed ;' not becauſe it was founded in an erroneous principle, but, as 
| the repealing act recites, becauſe “ the continuance thereof would be attended with many inconveniencies, | 
* - Þ and might be productive of conſequences greatly detrimental to the commercial intereſt of Great- Britain.“ 
In the ſame year, and by a ſubſequent AQ, it was declared, * that his Majeſty in Parliament, of right, BY 
had power to bind the people of theſe Colonies, by Statutes. iz all cafes what ſoc ver. | 8 

14 be fame year, another Act was paſſed, for impoſing rates and duties payable in theſe Colitis: Iv: 

I this Statute the Commons avoiding the terms of giving and granting, “ humbly beſought his Majeſty that | 
it might be enacted, &. But from a declaration in the preamble, that the rates and duties were * in lieu 85 

of“ ſeveral others granted by the ſtatute firſt before mentioned Vir rai, Ing a revenue, and from ſome other x 


In t 


expreſſions it appears, that theſe duties were intended vor that pur pet. 


In the next year (1767) an act was made * to enable his Majeft ty to put che ede cata other duties in 
america under the management of Commiſſioners, &c. and the King thereupon erected the preſent ex- 
penſive Board of Co miſhoners, for the IRE purpyle of e into execution the ſeveral acts relating Bn 

do the revenue and trade in America, | 

After the repeal of the Stamp- Act, having again refigned ourſe elves 1 fo our. antient unſulpiciods feQions | 
for the parent ſtate, and anxious to avoid any controverſy with her, in hopes of a favorable alteration in 

| ſentiments and meaſures towards us, We di d not Joo our objections againſt the abovenrenticned katutes, : 
made ſiibſequent to chat repeal. = 
| Adminiſtration attributing to trifling aue, a e that really proceeded from generous motive es, 


vere encouraged 1 in the ſame year (1767) to make a bolder experiment on the patience of America. 


By a ſtatute commonly called the Glaſs, Paper and Tea Af, made fifteen months after the repeal of the 
Stamp- Ad, the Commons of Great. Britain reſumed their former langnage, and again undertook to give and 
grant rates axd duties to be paid in theſe colonies, for the expreſs purpole of raiſing a revenue, te defray the char 
ges of the adminiſtration of juſtice, the ſupport of civil government, and d:fending the King's dominions, on this 
continent. The penalties and forfeitures, incurred under this ſtatate, are to be recovered i in. the Jame manner 
with thoſe. mentioned in the foregoing adts. 
10 this ſtatute, fo naturally tending to diſturb the tranquility chea univerſal throughou: the Colonies, 


Parliament, in the fame ſeſſion, added another no leſs extraordinary. 
Ever ſince the making the preſent peace, a ſtanding army has been rene] in theſe colonies. Prom reſpect 


bor the mother country, the innovation was not only mme bus the Lan nolal W Segal 
5 . Nen for e the Foe” — 3 


r the courſe dictated by honeſty, and a ge: 2 


e paid in theſe colonies. To enforce the obſervance of 
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7 he Anh of the province of 5 e-Yark, having paſſed an-aQ of this kind, but tiffering i in | Gs ar- 


ticles, from the directions of the Act of Parliament made in the Hfth year of this reign, the Houſe of Repre- 


ſentatives in that Colony was prohibited by a ſtatute made in the ſeſſion laſt mentioned, from making any | 


bill, order, reſolution or vote, except for adjourning or chuſing a Speaker, until proviſion ſhould be made 


by the ſaid Aſſembly for furniſhing the troops within that province, not only with all ſuch neceſſaries as 
were required by the ſtatute which they were charged with diſobeying, but alſo with thoſe required by two other 
— Jubſeque nt ſtatutes, which were declared to be in force until the 24th day of March 1769. | 
Theſe ſtatutes of the year 1767 revived the apprehenſions and diſcontents, that had-entirely ſubfided on 
the repeal of the Stamp- Ad; and amidſt the juſt fears and jealouſies thereby occaſioned, a ſtatute was mad: | 
in the next year (1768) to eſtabliſh Courts of Admiralty and Vice- Admiralty on a new. model, expreſly for 
the end of more efe&ually recovering the peralties : and  forfeitures inflicted by Acts of Parliament, framed for 
the purpoſe of raiſing à revenue in America, Sc. 1 
I Whe immediate tendency of theſe ſtatutes is, to "TOY the right os keine a ſhare in legiſlation, by » 
| rendering Aſſemblies uſeleſs; the right of property, by taking the money of the Coloniſts without their 
cConſent; the right of trials by jury, by ſubſtituting in their place trials in Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty 
Courts, where fingle Judges preſide, holding their commiſſions during pleaſure ; and unduly to influence 


the courts of common 1 by e the Judges thereof totally dependant on the Crown tor their! 
.-- falaries.. : 5 


Theſe ene not to mention many W exceedingly exceptionable, nat one with another, 


- will be found, not only to form a regular ſyſtem, in which every part has great force, but alſo a pertina- 
cious adherence to that ſyſtem, for ſubjugating tkeſe Colonies, that are not, and from local circumſtances, | 
cannot be repreſented in the Houſe of Commons, to the uncontroulable and unlimited power of Parlia- || | 
ment, in violation of their ee rishts and liberties, In contempt of their humble and W 8 0 3 
TD plications. 5 — 
"a0 conduct muſt appear equally aſtoniſhing and anjufikeble; when it is F how unproroked 8 
itt has been by any behaviour of theſe colonies. From their firſt ſettlement, their bittereſt enemies never 
fltixed on any of them a charge of diſloyalty to their Sovereign or diſaffection to their Mother- Country. In 
the wars ſhe has carried on, they have exerted themſelves whenever required, in giving her aſſiſtance ; and TE | 
have rendered her ſervices, which ſhe has publickly. acknowledged to be extremely important. * heir 
fidelity, duty and uſefulneſs during the laſt War, Were frequently. and Ae deen confeſſed by his late | 
= Leu wg and the preſent King. 95 5 
Ihe reproaches of thoſe, who are mel ulli y to the e of America, are principally levelled | 
80 the Province of Maſſachuſetts- Bay; but with what little reaſon, will appear by the following de- 
clarations of a perſon, the truth of whoſe evidence, in their favor, will not be queſtioned Governor Bernard 
1 in his ſpeech on the 24th of April 1762, The unanimity 
and di patch, with which you have complied with the requiſctions of his Majeſty, require my particular acknowledge - 
ment. And it gives me additional gleaſure to obſerve, that you have therein acted under no other influence than . 


thus addreſſes the two Houſes of Aſſembly- 


due ſenſe of your - duty, both as members of a general empire, and as the body of a particular province.” 


In another ſpeech on the 27th. of Ma ay, in the ſame year, he ſays, —* Whatever ſhall be the event of the ol 
| war, it muſt be no ſmall ſatisfe zin to us, that this province hath contributed its full ſhare to the ſupport of It ,—— 

_ Every thing that hath been required of it hath been complied with—and the execution of the power, committed tio me, | 
for raiſing the provincial troops, bath been as Full and compleat as the grant of them. Never before were regiments | 
 feeaftly levied , ſo well compoſed, and fn early in the field as they bave been this year.; the common people ſeemed rote 

| animated with the ſpirit of the General Court, to vie with them in their readineſs to ſerve the King.” _ þ 

Such was the conduct of the people of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, during the lat war. As to their bale: = | 

viour before that period, it ought not to have been forgot in Great Britain, that not only on every occaſion | 

1 they had conſtantly and chearfully complied with the frequent royal requiſitions, but met Sen by. their 

; vigorous efforts, Nova-Scotia was ſubdued in 1710, and Louiſbourgh in 1745. 


Foreign quarrels being ended, and the, domeſtic diſturbances, that quickly 1 on account of the 


= Stamp- Act, being quieted by its repeal, the Aſſembly of Maſlachuſetts-Bay tranſmitted an humble addreſs 
of thanks to the King, and divers Noblemen, and ſoon after paſled a bill for granting compenſation to the | 


ſufterers | in the diſorder occaſioned by that act. 


Theſe circumſtances and the following extracts from Governor Bernard's Letters in 1768, to the Earl 

| of Shelburne, Secretary of State, clearly ſhew, with what grateful tenderneſs they ſtrove to bury in obli- 

vion the unhappy occaſion of the late diſcords, and with what reſpectful reluctance they endeavoured to 
eſcape other denn of future controverſy. $6 The Houſe, (ſays the Governor) from'the time of 2 


ITuk vindication of the province of Maſl: ntain 
if it be conſidered, that they were written ſeveral months after the freſh alarm given to the colonies by 


In this place it {ſeems proper to take noti 
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the ſeſhon to this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition to u all diſpute with me; every thing having paſſed 
with as much good humour as I could defire, except only their continuing to act in adare og the. 
| King, remen/rating to the ſecretary of State, and emphying a ſeparate agent. It is the importance of tt 
| innovation, without any wilfulneſs of my own, which induces me to make this remenitrance at a time 
when I have a fair proſpect of having, in all other b#/ineſs, nothing but good to ſay of the proceedings of 
the Houſe,” * They have acted i all things, even in their remonſtrance ith temper and Moderation; they 
have avoided ſome ſubjects of diſpute, and have laid a foundation for removing ſome cauſes of former alter- 
cation.“ T © 1 ſhall make ſu-a1 a prudent and proper uſe of this Letter as, I hope, will perfectly reſtore 
the peace and tranquility of this province, for which purpoſe con/rderavle fteps have been made by the Houſe 


of Repreſentatives.” Þ Eo oo ge ge er ! 
Icat Maſſach uſetts-Bay contained in theſe Letters will have greater force, 
the ſtatutes paſſed in the preceeding year. 


of civil gevernment, and defending the King's dominions in America.“ 


1 to the two firſt articles of expence, every colony had made ſuch proviſion, as by their reſpective Aſ- | 


ſemblies, the beſt judges on ſuch occaſions, was thought expedient, and ſuitable to their ſeveral eircumſtan- 
| ces. Reſpecting the latt, it is well known to all men the leaſt acquainted with American affairs, that the 
colonies were eſtabliſhed, and have generally defended themſelves, without the leaſt aſſiſtance from Great 
Britain; and, that at the ſame time her ?axing them by the ſtatutes before mentioned, moſt of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contracted in the lait war. So far were they from {paring their money, : 
when their Sovereign, conſtitutionally, aſked their aids, that during the courie of that war, Parliament 
repeatedly made them compenſations for the expences of thoſe ſtrenuous efforts, which, conſulting their 


zeal rather than their ſtrength, they had chearfully incurred. 


Severe as the Acts of Parliament before-mentioned are, yet the conduct of 47minifration has been equally 


- injurious, and irritating to this devoted country. Under pretence of governing them, ſo many new inſti- 
| tytions, uniformly rigid and dangerous, have been introduced, as could on! 
maſters, for collecting the tribute or rather the plunder of conquered provinces, _ 


Bu an order of the King, the authority of the Commander in chief, and under him of the Brigadiers 
general, in lime of peace, is rendered ſupreme in all the civil governments in America; and thus an uncon- 
troulable military power is veſted in officers not known to the conſtitution of theſe coloniees. 

A A large body of troops and a conſiderable armament of ſhips of war have been ſent to aſſiſt in taking 

their money without their conſent.— Expenſive and oppreſſive offices have been multiplied, and the acts 

of corruption induſtriouſly practiſed to divide and deitroy,——The Judges of the Admiralty and Vice 
| Admiralty Courts are impowered to receive their ſalaries and fees from the effects to be condemned by 
| themſelves ; the Commiſſioners of the cuſtoms are impowered to break open and enter houſes without the 


authority of any civil magiſtrate founded on legal information. judges of Courts of Common Law 8 
| A court has been 


have been made entirely dependent on the Crown for their commiſſions and falaries. 


_ eſtabliſhed at Rhode-Iiland, for the purpoſe of taking Coloniſts to England to be tried. ——Humble and 
reaſonable petitions from the Repreſentatives of the people have been frequently treated with contempt ; - 
and Aſſemblies have been repeatedly and arbitrarily diſſolved. 

ciently appear, on what pretences of juſtice thoſe diſſolutions have been ſoundec. 


80 . , . „ 


The tranquility of the colonies having been again diſturbed, as has been mentioned, by the ſtatutes of the year 1767, the Earl of 
Hillſborough, Secretary of State, in a letter to Governor Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, cenſures the *preſumprion” of the Houſe of 
| Repreſentatives for © reſolving upon a meaſure of ſo inflammatory a nature as that of writing to the ether colonies on the ſubject of 
their intended repreſentations againſt ſome late Acts of Parliament,“ then declares that, © his Majeſty conſiders this ſtep as evidently 
_ tending to create unwarrantable combinations to excite an anjuſtifiable oppoſition to the conſtitutional authority of Parliament.” | 
And afterwards adds“ It is the King's pleaſure, that as ſoon as the General Court is again aſſembled, at the time preſcribed by the 
Charter, you ſhould require of the Houle of Repreſentatives, in his Majeſty's name, to reſcind the reſolution which gave birth to the 


<ircular letter from the Speaker, and to declare their diſapprobation of, and diſſent to that raſh and haſty proceeding.” _ 


If the new Aſſembly ſhould refuſe to comply with his Majeſty's reaſonable expectation, it 18 the King's pleaſure, that you mould : 


immediately diſſolve them.” 


This letter being laid before the Houſe, and the reſolution not being reſcinded according to the order, the Aſſembly was diſſolved. | 
A letter of a ſimilar nature was ſent to other Governors to procure reſolutions approving the conduct of the Repreſentatives of Maf- 
| ſachuſetts-Bay, to be reſcinded alſo ; and the Houſes of Repreſentatives in other Colonies refuſing to comply, Aſſemblies were difſolved. 


Theſe mandates ſpoke a language, to which the ears of Engliſh ſubjects had for ſeveral generations been ſtrangers. The nature 


of aſſemblies implies a power and right of deliberation ; but theſe commands, profcribing the exerciſe of judgment on the propriety of 
the requiſitions made, left to the Aſſemblies only the election between dictated ſubmiſſion and the chreatned puniſhment : A puniſh- 
ment too, founded on no other act, tnan ſuch as is deemed innocent even in flaves—of agreeing in petitions for redreſs of grievances, 


that equally affected all. 1 | RE | _ _ | 
The hoftile and unjuſtifiable invaſion of the town of Boſton ſoon followed theſe events in the ſame year; though that town, the 


province in which it is ſituated, and all the colonies, from abhorrence of a conteſt with their parent ſtate, permitted the execution 
even of thoſe ſtatutes, againſt which they ſo unanimouſly were complaining, remonſtrating and ſupplicating. = * 3 
Adminiſtration, determined to ſubdue a ſpirit of freedom, which Engliſh Miniſters ſhould have rejoiced to cheriſh, entered into a 


5 | | 2 | monopoliſing 
ada z, 1768. f January 30, 1763, f February 2, 1768, BELLE 


| ce of the inſinuation in one of theſe ſtatutes, that the interference 
; of | parliament Was neceſſary to provide for“ defraying the charge of the aaminijiration of juſtice, the ſupport 


be expected from incenſed 


From ſome few inſtances it will ſuffi⸗ 


- nm rg” * * 2 


monopolifing combination with the Eaſt- India Company, to fend this“ f P N ; 
was laid by a ſtature, that, in a particular manner, attacked the liberties of America, an! which therefore the inhabitants of theſe 
Colonies had refolved not to import. The cargo ſent to South-Carolina was ſtore”, ans not allowed to be fold. 1 hoſe ſent to 
Philadeiphia and New-York were not permitted to be landed. That ſent to Boltyuw was deſtroyed, becauſe Governor Hutchinſon, 
would not ſuffer it to be returned. On the intelligence of theſe tranſactions arriving in Steat-Biltain, the public-ſpirited 
:20wn laſt mentiongd was fingled out for deſtruction, and it was determined, the province it velongs to ſhould partake of its fate. In 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament therefore were paſſed the acts for ſhutting up the port oi Boſton, indemnitying the murderers of the in- 


nabitants of Mafſachuſetts-Bay, and changing their chartered conſtitution of government. To inforce theſe acts, th 
| — To mention theſe outrageous proceedings, is ſufjic it to explain them. 
gachuſetts- Bay has been particularly diſreſpectful ro Creat- Britain, yet in truth the behaviour of 
the people in other colonies, has been an equal “ oppoſition to the power aſſumed by partament.” | No ſtep however has been taken 
againſt any of the reſt. This artful conduct conceals ſeveral deſigns. It is expected that the province of Maffachuſetts-Bay will be 
irritated into ſome violent action, that may diſpleaſe the reſt of the continent, or that may induce the people of Great-Britain to 
approve the meditated vengeance of an imprudent and exaſperated miniſtry. 
| hall diſappoint that part ot the plan, it is hoped the other cotonies 
na common cauſe, and that thus diſunited all may be tubdiucd. _ 
Io promote theſe deſigns, another meaſure has been purſued. 


gain invaded by a fleet and army. 
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In the ſeſſion of partiament laſt mentioned, an act was paſſed, for. 
changing the government of Quebec, by which act the Roman Catholic religion, inſtead of being tolerated, as ſtipulated by the treaty _ 
of peace, is eftabliſhed ; and the people there deprived of the right to an aſſembly, triais by jury and the Engliſh laws in civil cats; 
zholiſhed, and inſtead thereof, the French laws efabliched, in direct violation of his Majeſty's promiſe by his royal proclamation, un- 
ſubjects ſettled in that province: and the limits of that province are extended jo as to comprehend : 
thoſe vait regions, that lie adjoining to the northernly and weſternly boundaries of thete-colonies. .... 
The authors of this arbitrary arrangement flatter themſelves, that the inhabitants, ceprived of liberty, and artfully provoked againſt 
gion, will be proper inftruments tor aſſiſting in the oppreſlion of fuch, as difrer from them in modes of goyern- 
ment and faith. 5 !!!. ß. SE ita 
From. the detail of facts herein before recited, as well as from authentic. intelligence received, it is clear beyond a doubt, that a 
reſolution is formed and now is carrying into execution, to extinguiſh the freedom of theſe colonies, by ſubjecting them to a d*ipotic. 
| | —At this unhappy period, we have been authoriſed and directed to meet and conſult together for the welfare a4, 
our common country. We accepted the important truſt with diffidence, yet have endeavored to diſcharge it with integrity. Though 
the ſtate of theſe colonies would certainly juſtify ether meaſures than we have adviſed, yet weighty reafons determined us to prefer 
thoſe which we have adopted. In the firſt place, it appeared to us a conduct becoming the character thete colonies have ever ſuſtain- 
dead, to perform, even in the midſt of the unnatural diſtreſſes and imminent dangers that ſurreund them, every act of loyalty ; and 
therefore, we were induced to offer-once more to his Majeſty the petitions of his faithful and opprefled ſubjects in America, —Secondls, = 
tegarding with the tender affection, which we knew to be ſo univerſal among our countrymen, the people of the kingdom from , 
which we derive our original, we could not forbear to regulate our fteps by an expectation of receiving full conviction, that the colo- 
niſts are equally dear to them. Between theſe provinces and that body, ſublifts the ſocial band, which we ardently wiſh may never 
de diffolved, and which cenna? be diſſolved, until their minds ſhall become ind;/putably h3/3:/e, ax their inattention thall permit thoſe who 
are thus hoſtile to perſiſt in proſecuting with the powers af the realm the deſtructive meaſures already operating againſt the coloniſts "=O 
and in either caſe, ſhall reduce the lattzr.to. ſuch a fituation, that they ſhall be compelled to renounce every regard but that of ſelt- 
preſervation. . Notwithſtanding the vehemence with which affairs have been impelled, tzey have not yet reached that fatal point, , 
We do not incline to accelerate their motion, already alarmingly rapid; we have choſen a method of oppoſition, that does not preclude 
2 hearty reconciliation with our fellow citizens on the other fide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore the urgent neceſſity that preſſes 
aus to an immediate interruption of commerce, that may prove injurious to them. We truſt they will acquit us of any unkind inten- 
tions towards them, by reflecting that we ſubje& ourſelves to ſimilar inconveniencies; that we are driven by the hands of violence 
into unexperienced and unexpected public convulſions, and that we are contending for ire2dom, fo often contended for by our anceſ- 
— and will ſoon have an opportunity of declaring their ſentiments concerning our cauſe. Id their 
»iety, generoſity and good ſenſe; we repoſe high confidence; and cannot, upon a review of paſt events, be perſuaded that they, the 
defenders of true religion, and the aſſertors of the rights of mankind, will take part againſt their affectionate proteſtand brethren in 
3, whole intreagues, for ſeveral years paſt, have been wholly exerciſed in 
Another reaſon that engaged us to prefer the commercial mode of op- 
poſition, aroſe from an aſſurance that this mode will prove efficacious, if it by perſiſted in with fidelity and virtue; and that your 
| / theſe laudible principles, cannot be quettioned. Your own ſalvation, and that of _ 
depends upon yourſelves, You have already Trewn that you entertain a proper ſenſe of the bleflings you are ſtriving to retain. - 
Againſt the temporary inconveniencies you may fuffer from a ſtoppage of trade, you will weigh in the oppoſite. palance the endleſs - 
miſeries you and your deſcendants muſt endure from an eſtabliſhed arbitrary power. You will not forget the honor of your country, 
mat muſt from your behaviour take its title in the eſtimation of the world, to glory, or to ſhame; and you will, with the deepeſt at 
_ *ancion, reflect, that if the peaceable mode of oppoſition recommended by us, be broken and rendered ipeffectual, as your cruel and 
| aiſterlal enemies, from ia contemptuous opinion of your firmneſs, infolently predict will be the caſe, you muſt inevitably 
de reduced to chus; either a more dangerous conteſt, or a nal ruinous, and infamous ſubmifion. „%% 
Motives thus cogent, ariſing from the emergency of your unhappy condit | | 
all poſſible ſtreugth and energy to the pacific meaſures calculated for your relief: but we think ourſelves bound in duty to obſerve to 
vou, that the ichemes agitates againſt theſe colonies have been ſo conducted, as to render it prudent, that you ſhould extend your 
riews to the moſt unhappy events, and be in all reſpects prepared for every contingency. -' Above all things we earieftly intreat you, 
6 irit, penitence of heart, and amendment of life, to humble yourleives, and implore the favor of Aimighty GOD 
a! 4'we fervently beſeech his divine goodneſs, to take you under bis gracious protection. Bobs og ae Dr Wh, 
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The people of En 


your poſterity, nov, 


'ht 


ion, muſt excite your utmoſt diligence and zeal, to give 


QUEBEC. 


| s of New- Hampſhire, TAafſachuſetts-Bay, Rbode-Tfland and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticue, New- ori, Neau-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Counties of Newwcaftte, Kent and Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, 
Carolina, deputed by the inhabitants of the taid Colonies, to repreſent them in a General Con- 
greſs at Philadelphia, in the province of Pennſylvania, to conſult together concerning the beſt. methods to obtain redreſs of our afflict- 
Ing grievances, having accordingly aſſembled, ang taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the ate of public aiFairs on t 
have thought proper to addreſs your province, as a member therein deep'y interefied, | 

When the fortune of war, after a gallant and gonious 1efiftance, had incorporated you w 
joiced in the truly valuable addition, both on our own and your account; expecting, 25 courage and generoſity are naturaliy 
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dit! ons, or di ſtorb! ng the public tranquillity. 


gur brave enemies would become our bearty friends, and that the Divine Being would bleſs to you the diſpenfations of his overuling 
P:ovidence, by ſecuring to you and your lateſt poſterity the ineſtimable advantages of a free Engliſh conſtitution of government, which 
it is th=-privilege of all Engliſh ſubjects to enjoy. 

Theis hopes were confirmed by the King's proclamation, iſſued in the your 1763 » plighting the public faith for your full enjoy 
ment of thoſe advantages. 

Little did we imagine that any ſucceeding Miniſters would ſo audaciouſſy and cruelly abuſe the royal authority, as to with. bold 
from you the fruition of the irrevocable rights, to which you were thus juſtly entitled, 


But fince we have lived to ſee the unexpected time, when Miniſters of this flagitious temper have dared to "violate the moſt ſacred. 


compacts and obligations, and as you, educated under another form of government, have artfully been kept from diicovering the 
untpeakable worth of that form you are now unduubtedly entitled to, we eſteem. it our duty, for the weighty reaſons herein after 
mentioned, to explain to you ſome of its moſt important branches, 


In every human. ſociety,” ſays the celebrated Margo] s Beccat ia, there i is an effort continually tending to confer on one part the 
heighth of power and happineſs, and to reduce the other to the extreme of weak neſs and miſery.“ The | intent of good laws 1 is d 


eppyſe this effor', and to ditfufe their influence #niverſally and equally. _ 
Rulers, ftiraulated by this pernicious Fort, and ſubjects, animated by the juſt intent of oppoſing giod Hrs againk it, "AR NO Tg 


that vaſt variety of events, that fill the 1 of ſo many nations. All thele hiſtories de monſtrate che e truth of cis ſimple acer 5 


that to live by the will of one man, or ſett of men, is the production of miſery to all men. 
On the ſolid foundation of this principle, Enpliſhmen reared up the fabric of their contitution with rk A feng 5th, as for ages to 


defy time, tyranny, treachery, internal and foreign wars: Andy as an illuſtrious author“ of your own nation, dee er mentioned; | 
„Bferves,.—““ They gave the people of their colonies the forni of their on government,” and this government carrying P ofperity gong | 
with it; they have grown great.nations in the foreits t they were ſent to inhabit.” | 


In this form the firſt. grand right is, that of the people having a ſhare in their own government, by OE copteentiiivey bete by 


themſelves Ss, and in conſequence of being ruled by /aws which they tt! themſelves approve, not by edicis v f men over whom they have : 9 


controul. This is a bulwark ſurrounding and defe ending their property, which by their honeſt cares and la bours they have acquired, 
ſo that no portions of it can legally be taken from them, but with their own full and free co: ꝛſent, when they in their judgment deem 
it juſt and nee: elary to give them tor public ſervices, and preciſely direct che eaſieſt, cheapeſt, and.moſt equal methods, in which they 


Mall he collected. The influence of this right extends {till farther. If money is wanted by rulers, who have in any manner opprefic.! 5 


the people, they may retain it , until their grievances are redreſſed; and thus peaceably procure relief, without truſting to deſpiſed h.. 
The next great "right. is, that of trial by jury. This provides that neither lit 
iiberty nor property can be taken from the poſſeflor, until twelve of his unezceptionable countrymen and peers, cf his vicinage, w ho 


from that neighbourhood may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with his character, and the characters of the witneſſes, upon « 
air trial, and ful! enquiry face to face, in oven court, before as many of the people as chute to attend, ſhall paſs their ſentence ah S 


Guth in him; a fentence that cannot injure him, without injuring their own reputations: and probably their intereſt alſo ; 3 


the e may TD on points that, in ſome degree, concern the general welfare ; and +1jt does Yor their verdict may form 2 he: oY 
Another right relates merely to the libe Tty of the 


cedent, that, on a fimilar trial of their own, may militate againſt them. 
verfon. If a tubject is ſeized and impriſoned tho? by order of Government, he max, by virtue of this right, immediatel) obt ain a 


vr dy termed a Habeas Corpus, trom 4 Judge, whoſe ſworn. duty it is to grant it, and cherevpon t procure any 11e egal reſtraint twh e qui ick- 
ly enquirea into and redrefied. 


A fourth right is, that of holding lands by the tenure of caly rents, and not oy rig brous and 
cnpreflive jervices frequently 3 the poſſeſſors from their families and their buſinefs, to perform what ought to be done; in al; 


well regulated fates, by men hired for the purpoſe, — The laſt right we ſhal! mention, regards the freedom of the pre ſv. The 


importance ot fthis coniiſts, beſides the advancement of doch, ſci ence, morality; and arts 1n general, in its diduſton of! liberal fenti- 


ments on the adminiſtration of government, its ready communication of thoughts between ſabjeRts, and its conſequential promotion 


of anon among chem, whereby -oppretiive officers are aſhamed or. inzimigates into more nonorable and 125 modes or conducting 
affairs. | : | : 
Theſe are 15 0 ja valuable fighter, that th 2 3 pert of our mild fin of government; © bet, ſe adin Be 3ts equitabl- 
energy throug h all ranks and claſſes of men, de fends the poor irom the rich, the weak from the power ful „the in zaftrion 8 from the 
apaciocus, t the peaceable from the violent, the tenants from the lords, and all from their ſuneriors. Tlleſe ate the ri: Shts, | 


without which a people cannot be free and happy, and under the protecting and encouraging influence of which, theſe colonies have 


hitherto fo amazingly Rouriſhed ard increaſed.- Theſe are the rights a prollgate Minister are now ſtiivi Eg, dy force of arme, 


to ravith from us, and which we are, with one mind, reſolved never to reſign but with our ves. ——1 Pact are the rights yu ; 
*g entitled to, and oughtat this moment in perfection 70 exerciſe. And What is orfered to vod by the Tat of Parliament in 


tieir place > —Liberty. of conſcience in your religion: NOV. God gave it to you ; ; and the temporal powers wick which you have. 


deen and are connected, firmly ſtipulated for your enjoyment of it. If laws, divine and Hume u, coals ſecure c nſt the defpotic | 
caprices of wicked men, it was ſecured before. Are the French laws in civil cates reflored : Ie ſeems. But objerie the cautious 


Eindaels of, the Miniſters, who pretend to be your benefactors. | The words of the ftatute are—that thoſe 5 Laws Th | be the rule, 
until they ſhall be wari- or altere by any ordinances of the Governor and Council.” I: the * certain ty andien'ty of the criminai 
58 of England, and its benefits and advantages, commended in the ſaid ſtatute, ana fag to 6 har 2 been lenübly telt by: you., 


{cured to you and your deſcændants? No. They too are ſubjected to arbitrary . n the Governorand Council ;.. a 775 


2 power is expreſiy reſerved of appointing * ſuchrcourts of criminal, civil, and ecc HC, T 1 as Mall be thoneht 5 1 

duch! is the precarious tenure of meer will, by which you hold slide and religion. Abe Crown and its Miniſters are impowered, 
as far as they could be by Parlia: nent, to eftabliſh: even the Inquiſition itſelt among you. Haves You an Aljembly-comr oſed of worthy 
men, elected b; yourſelves, and 1 in whom you can confide, to make laws for you, to watch Over. vou: welfare, and 10 direct in What 
34antity, and in what manner, your money, ſhall be taken from you No. be power of making laws for you. is - lodged in tl. e 
Governor and Council, all of them dependant upon, and movable at the pleaſure of 4 Miners. Befies, another late tatute, made 


without your conſent, has ſubjected you to the impoſſitions of Exciſe, the horror of al! tice ſtates; ahey wiofting your Property from 
cu by the moft odious of taxes, and laying open to inſolent tax- gatherers, houſes, tt e Icenes of domeltic peace and comfort, and called. 
| the caſt;es of Engiith ſubjects in the books of their laws. Aud in the very act for aiter.ny your povernment, and intended ro flatter 


Yo! iz you are not anthorfled to „ aſſeis, levy or apply any rates and taxes, but for the interior p12 p01es 0! making rac, anc erecting 


FF 


d repairing pu buildings, or for other lacal conveniences, within your reipective tons and diſtricts. Wehr this degrading di Ya : 
rinftion ? Qught not the property honeiily acquired by Canndians do be held as lacred as that of £uglifhmrm? Have not Canadians 


ſe endugh t attend to any other public affaj:s, than gathering ſtones from one place and piling them up in another? Unbapfy 
\cople “ who are not only injured, but inſulted. Nay more — With ſuch a a e, conte m pt of your underſtanding and ſpirit 
has an infolent miniftry pretumed to think of you, our reipeQable fellow- ſubjects, according to he inſormatien we have received, as 
mly to peſuade th \emfelves that your gratitude, tor the injuries and inſults they — recently onlered to vou, will engage you to 
faire up arme, and render yaurlelzes the ridicule and deteſtation ofthe world by becoming tools, in their hands, to ailift t 5e TEE) 
ng that Las from «5, which they have treachercully denied Fw ; the unavoidable conſequence of which attempt, if ſucceſsful, 
Monte,“ gt jeu. | | ge | Would 


| 
q 


l painted ſepulchre,” for burying your lives, libe t | 0-00 TO 5 FFF 
Voor Judges, and your Legiſlative Council, as it is called, are dependant on your Gewernor, and Le is dependant on the ſervant of 
the Crown in Great-Britain. The legiſlative, executive and judging powers are all moved by the nods of a Miniſter, Privileges and 

 jmmunities laſt no longer than his ſmiles. When he frowns, their feeble forms diſſolve. Such a treacherous ingenuity has been 


 oned. Por effectiag theſe purpoſes. we hi 
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wot! be the extinction of all h g of you or your poſterity being ever reſtored to freedom : For idiotey itſelf cannot believe, that, 
= hg drudgery is de wok op <a will treat you with leſs cruelty than they have us, who are of the ſame blood with themſelves. 


What would your countryman, the immortal Monteſquizu, have faid to ſuch a plan of domination, as has been framed for ou 


Ucar his words with an intenſeneſs of thought ſuited to the importance of the ſubje&t.—< In a free ſtate, every man, who is ſuppoſed 


2 free agent, ought to be concerned in his own government : Therefore the legiſlative ſhould refide in the whole body ef the people, or 


their repreſentatives. "———< The political liberty of the ſubject is a Wy of mind, arifing from the opinion each perſon has of his 


;fety. In order to have this liberty, it is requiſite the government be ſo conſtituted, as that one man need not be afraid of another, 
When the power of making laws, and the power of excruting them, are united in the ſame perſon, or in the ſame body of magiſtrates, 
there can be ns liberty; becauſe apprehenſions may ariſe, left the fame Monarch or Senate ſhould enact᷑ tyrannical laws, to execute them 


in a tyrannical manne:.”—*& The power of judging ſhould be exerciſed by perſons taken from the 09 of the people, at certain times 
of the year, and purſuapt to a form and manner preſcribed by law. There is no liberty, if the power 0 


Judging be not ſeparaies from 


the /egiſlative and executive powers. Military men belong to a profeſſion, which may be uſeful, but is often dangerous. 
« The enjoyment of liberty, and even its ſupport and preſervation, confifts in every man's being allowed to ſpeak bis thoughts, and 


lay open his ſentiments.” 


"Apply theſe deciſ ve maxims, ſanctiſied by the authority of a name which all Europe reveres, to your own ſtate. You have a Go- 
vernor, it may be urged, veſted with executive powers, or the powers of adminiſtrriiun. In him, and in your Couucil, is lodged the 


power of making laws. You have Fudges, who are to decide every cauſe affecting your lives, liberty or property.—Here is, indeed, 


In appearance of the ſeveral powers being. ſeparated and diſtributed into different hands, for checks one upon another, the only effetual _ 
mode ever invented by the wit of men, to promote their treedom and proſperity. But ſcorning to be illuded by a tinſel'd outfige, 


and exerting the natural ſagacity of Frenchmen, ex@mine the pecious device, and you will find it, to uſe an expr efion of holy writ, 


and property. 


exerted in drewing up the code lately offered you, that every ſentence, beginning with a beſevolent pretenſion, concludes with a 


__ deltruQtive power; and the ſubſtance of the whole, diveſted of its ſmooth words, is, that the Crown and its Miniſter ſhall be as ab- _ 
| folute throughout your extended province, as the de ſpots of Aſia or Africa, What can protect your property from taxing edits, and _ 
the rapacity of neceſſitous and cruel maſters ? your perſons from Letters de Cachet, goals, dungeons, and oppreſſive ſervices ? your 
| lives and general liberty from arbitrary and unfeeling rulers? We defy you, caſting your view upon e very de, fo diſcover > Rigle 
 circuraſtance, promiling from any quarter the fainteſt hope of liberty to you or your poſterity, bat from an entire adoption into the 
What advice would the truly great man before mentioned, that advocate of freedom and humanity, give you, was he now living, 
and knew that whe Four e and powerful neighbours, animated by a juſt love of our invaded rights, and united by the indiſſolu- 
dle bands of affection and intere | of nd you 
Join us in our righteous conteſt, to make common cauſe with us therein, and take a noble chance for emerging from a humiliating I 
ſubjection under Governors, Intendants, and Military Tyrants, into the firm rank and condition of Engliſh freemen, whoſe cuſtom it 
is, derived from their anceſtors, to make thoſe tremble, who dare to think of making them miſerable *- 


ereſt, called upon you, by every obligation of regard for yourſelves and your children, as we now do, to 


Would not this be the 


puvxport of his addreſs? „ Sieze the opportunity preſented to you by Providence itſelf. You have been conquered into liberty, if 
Hou act as you ought. This work is not of man. You are a ſmall people, compared to thoſe who with open arms invite you into 
a fellowſhip. A moment's reflection ſhould convince you which will be moſt tor your intereſt and happineſs, to have all the reſt of 
North-America your unalterable friends, or your inveterate enemies. The injuties of Boſton have rouſed and aſſociated every Colo- 
ny, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia. Your province is the only link wanting to compleat the bright and ſtrong chain of union. 
Nature has joined your country to theirs. Do you join your political intereſts. For their own ſakes, they never will deſert or 
betray you. Be aſſured, that the happineſs of a people inevitably depends on their liberty, and their ſpirit to aſſert it. The value 
and extent of the advantages tendered to you ate immenſe. Heaven grant you may not diſcover them to be bleſſings after they have 
| bid you an eternal adieu. We are too well acquainted with the liberality of ſentiment diſtinguiſhing your nation, to imagine, 
that difference of religion will prejudice you againſt a hearty amity with us. You know, that the tranſcendent nature of freedom 


alevates thoſe, who unite in her cauſe, above all ſuch low-minded infirmities. The Swiſs Cantons furniſh a memorable proof of 


this truth. Their union is compoſed of Roman Catholic and Proteſtant States, living in the utmoſt concord and peace with one _ 
another, and thereby enabled, ever ſince they bravely vindicated thüir freedom, to defy and defeat every tyrant that has invaded them - 


Should there be any among you, as there generally are in all ſocieties, who prefer the favors of Miniſters, and their own private inte- ; 
reſts, to the welfare of their country, the temper of ſuch ſelfiſh perſons will render them incredibly active in oppoſing all pablic-ſpirited 


meaſures, from an expectation of being well rewarded for their ſordid induftry, by theu: ſuperiors ; but we doubt not you will be upon 


the ayance and ambition of Aids. Rs: i „ ot a eee ES 
We do nat aſk you, by this addreſs, to commence acts of hoſtillty againſt the government of our common SovBeign. We only. 
invite you to conſult your own glory and welfarg, and not to ſuffer yourſelves to be inveigled or intimidated by infamous Miniſters 
fo tar as to become the inſtruments of their cruelty and deſpotiſm, but to unite with us in one ſocial compact, formed on the generous 
priaciples of equal liberty, and cemen ted by ſuch an exchauge of beneficial and endearing offices as to render it perpetual. In order 
to complete this highly defirable union, we ſubmit it to your Foup 


your guard againſt ſuch men, and not ſacrifice the liberty and happineſs of the whole Canadian people and their poſterity, to gratity 


pl ve (i ur confideration, whether it may not be expedient for you to meet together 
in your levezal towns and diftrifts, and elect deputies, who afterwards meeting in a provincial Con, tefs, may chuſe Delegates, to 
repieſent yuur Province in the Continental Congreſs to be held at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May 1775. 8 | 


In this preſent Congreſs, beginning on the fiith of the laſt month, and continued on this day, it has been, with univerſal pleaſure 
and an unanimous vote, reſolved, That we ſhould conſider the violation of your rights, by the act for alcering the government of your 


province, as a violation of our own, and that you ſhould be invited to accede to our confederation, - which has no other objects than 


the perfect ſecurity of the natural and civil rights of all the conſtituent members, according to their teipective circumſtances, and the 
preſervation of a happy and laſting connexion with Great-Britain, on the ſalutary and conſtitutional principles herein before menti- 

o bp addreſſed an humble and loyal petition to his Majetty, praying relict of our and your 
rie va nces; and have affociated to ſtop all importations from Great-Britain and Leland, after the firſt day of December, and all ex- 


portations to thote Kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies, after the tenth day of next September, unl:fs the ſaid grievances ate rdeaefſed. 


That Almighty God may incline your minds to approve our equitable and neceſſary meaſures, to add yourſelves to us, to put your 


fate, whenever you ſuffer injuries which you are determined to oppoſe, not on the imall influence of your fingle province, but on the 
conſolidated powers of North-America, and may grant to our joint ex 


prayer of us, your ſincere and affectionate friends and fellow ſubjects. 


xertions an event as happy as our canſe is juſt, is the fervent 
TS Oy By Order of the Congress, „ | N ; 
October 26, 1774. JJ iT Co La MIDDLETON, Preſident, 
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